

Research Participant Information Sheet
Note to researcher: You are welcome to use this as a template for your own participant information sheet. You will need to adapt it to suit your own project.
Title of Project: MARK5069 Individual Assignment – Skincare and toiletries products, perceptions, attitudes and preferences
Name of Researcher(s):
Invitation paragraph

You have been invited to take part in a research study.  Before you decide whether to take part it is important for you to understand why the research is being done and what it will involve.  Please take time to read the following information carefully and discuss it with friends and relatives if you wish to.   Ask us if there is anything that is not clear or if you would like more information.  Take time to decide whether you wish to take part or not.  Thank you for reading this.

What is the research about?

The research project you are invited to participate in, is part of a module assignment, as part of my MSc studies and De Montfort University, Leicester.

What does the study / participation involve?

You are invited to participate in an interview that will last no more than_____minutes. The interview will take place____. A series of questions on skincare products and toiletries will be asked, in order for us to discuss on this, and you are kindly requested to share your thoughts, opinions, attitudes and perceptions (towards skincare products and toiletries) with me.
Your participation is entirely voluntary, and you can withdraw at any stage during the interview, without providing any reason. For minimising any inconvenience caused with the submission of the assignment, any data provided cannot be withdrawn once the interview is finished. By participating in the interview, you consent on that understanding.
For data analysis purposes, and for maximising the detail and depth of the analysis of your responses, the interview will be audio-recorded, with the use of a digital voice recorder.
All your responses will remain anonymous and will only be used for generating aggregated/summarised conclusions. None of your responses will identify you as the person who provided them. All data will be kept in a password protected drive. Your responses will only be shared (in an anonymised form), with the Module Leader, Dr Georgios Tsimonis. 
A consent form will be provided separately.


Who is doing the research? 

Name / position/ status at De Montfort University.  
If you have any concerns about this research, for any reason and at any time, you may contact my supervisor Dr Georgios Tsimonis. His contact details are : Dr Georgios Tsimonis, email: georgios.tsimonis@dmu.ac.uk, phone: 116 257 7930
Who is funding the research? 

There is no external funding, for this research project.

Why have I been chosen?

You should explain how the volunteer was chosen to be invited to take part in the study and how many other research volunteers will be studied.

Do I have to take part?

It is up to you to decide whether or not to take part.  If you do decide to take part you will be given this information sheet to keep and be asked to sign a consent form.  If you decide to take part you are still free to withdraw at any time during the interview and without giving a reason.

I am interested in taking part, what do I do next?

How can volunteers contact the research team to say they are interested in taking part. For example, email or telephone the researcher.

What if I agree to take part and then change my mind?

You can withdraw from the study during the interview, without giving a reason. Any data collected up to the point of your withdrawal will be deleted.
For minimising any inconvenience caused with the submission of the assignment, any data provided cannot be withdrawn once the interview is finished. By participating in the interview, you consent on that understanding.

What happens to the information I provide?

a) All your responses will be used to produce aggregated (summarised) conclusions.
b) All data will be stored in a password protected device. Only the researcher will have access to this device. Your responses will be presented in the assignment in a totally anonymous and generalised format.
c) A copy of your responses can be made available to you, upon your request. If you want a copy of your data, please email me on: 

Will my taking part in this study be kept confidential?

All information which is collected about you during the course of the research will be kept on a password protected database and is strictly confidential. You will be given an ID code which will be used instead of your name. Any identifiable information you may give will be removed and anonymised.
Your data will be deleted/destroyed, after the successful completion of this assignment. 
Please note that the module leader and supervisor, Dr Georgios Tsimonis will also have access to the data and that members of the faculty human research ethics committee may require access to check that the study has been conducted in accordance with the approval. 

You should also be aware that I may be duty bound to pass on information that you provide that reveals harm has occurred to a child or other vulnerable individual.

Will anyone know that I am taking part? 

If you tell me that a criminal offence has, or may have been, committed, I have a duty to pass that information onto the police. Only in those circumstances would I have to reveal your identity.

What will happen to the results of the research study?

All your responses will be used in a report for the module assignment. Should you wish to get a copy of the findings, please email me:

What are the possible advantages and disadvantages of taking part?

Your participation in this research project is highly appreciated, and we believe that this will be an interesting experience for you. You will have the opportunity to participate in a real-world market research study, and express your views and opinions on skincare products and toiletries. You will also be part of my MSc studies and will have played an important role in obtaining my degree, which is much appreciated.
On the contrary, giving up your personal time is the only requirement by your side, however, this experience will be one to remember!
If for any reason, any of the interview questions cause any upset or raise emotive issues, then the interview will immediately be stopped and we will have a break.

What are the possible benefits of taking part? 
Describe possible benefits. These might include direct benefit to participants, or may not benefit participant personally but will provide information, which will inform debate or can be used to seek funding for more research. 
What if something goes wrong?

If you are harmed by taking part in this research project, there are no special compensation arrangements.  If you are harmed due to someone’s negligence, then you may have grounds for a legal action but you may have to pay for it.  Regardless of this, if you wish to complain, or have any concerns about any aspect of the way you have been approached or treated during the course of this study, the normal University complaints mechanisms should be available to you.
 
Who can I complain to?

If you have a complaint regarding anything to do with this study, you can initially approach the lead investigator, Dr Georgios Tsimonis on georgios.tsimonis@dmu.ac.uk.   If this achieves no satisfactory outcome, you should then contact the Administrator for the Faculty Research Ethics Committee, Research & Innovation Office, Faculty of Business and Law, De Montfort University, The Gateway, Leicester, LE1 9BH or BALResearchEthics@dmu.ac.uk”

Who has reviewed the study?

This study has been reviewed and approved by De Montfort University, Faculty of Business and Law Research Ethics Committee.
Contact for Further Information
You should give the volunteer a contact point for further information.  This can be your name or that of another researcher involved in the study. Please provide your details and supervisor details if applicable.

Remember to thank your volunteer for taking part in the study.
The Participant Information Sheet should be dated and given a version number so that when amendments are made it is clear which is the correct version. 
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